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Title First Name Second Name Institution Position Country 

Dr Rosella Abeti UCL Institute of 

Neurology 

Post-doc United 

Kingdom 

Miss Giorgia Alaimo University of Rome 

Tor Vergata 

Ph.D. Student Italy 

Dr Caterina Alfano King's College London Research Associate United 

Kingdom 

Miss Giulia Alfedi University of Rome 

"Tor Vergata" 

Graduate Student Italy 

Mrs Natalie Allamby FARA Australasia Board Member Australia 

Dr Sahar Al-Mahdawi Brunel University Senior Research Fellow United 

Kingdom 

Mr David Alsina Universitat de Lleida PhD Student Spain 

Dr Larry Altstiel Provectra 

Biotherapeutics 

Incorporated 

CEO United 

States 

Dr Sara Anjomani 

Virmouni 

Brunel University Postdoctoral Research 

Fellow 

United 

Kingdom 

Prof Zohar Argov Bioblast Pharma Chief Medical Officer Israel 

Ms Beth Aselage Retrophin, Inc. Research Analyst United 

States 

Mr Paul Avery FARA Director United 

States 

Miss Alison Avery FARA  United 

States 

Mr Juan-Carlos Baiges Salvadó Federación de Ataxias 

de España 

FEDAES delegate Spain 

Dr Mark Baker Newcastle University Clinical Senior 

Lecturer/Consultant 

Neurologist/Consultan

t Clinical 

Neurophysiologist 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Pavel Balabanov European Medicines 

Agency 

EMA Product lead - 

CNS and 

ophthalmology 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Sureshkuma

r 

Balasubramania

n 

Monash University Associate Professor Australia 

Mrs Claudie Baleydier Association Française 

de l'Ataxie de 

Friedreich 

AFAF Representative France 

Ms Julie Ball Horizon Pharma Senior Director, 

Clinical Development 

& Ops 

United 

States 

Dr Olga Baron King's College London Research associate United 



Kingdom 

Mr Ron Bartek FARA Co-Founder/President United 

States 

Dr Aurelien Bayot Brunel University Post Doctoral Research 

Fellow 

United 

Kingdom 

Mr Nick Beauchamp Sheffield Children's 

Hospital 

Clinical Scientist United 

Kingdom 

Ms Katherine Beaverson Pfizer, Inc Patient Advocacy 

Director 

United 

States 

Dr Esther Becker University of Oxford Royal Society Research 

Fellow 

United 

Kingdom 

Ms Varlli Beetham FARA Australasia Executive Director Australia 

Miss Monica Benini University of Rome 

"Tor Vergata" 

PhD Student Italy 

Dr Tanja Benkert University of 

Tuebingen 

Scientist Germany 

Dr Helen Bergquist Uppsala University Postdoc Sweden 

Dr Paul Beswick University of Sussex Project leader and 

external collaboration 

manager 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Conceicao Bettencourt UCL Institute of 

Neurology 

Research Associate United 

Kingdom 

Mr Shripad Bhagwat BioMarin 

Pharmaceuticals 

Vice President of 

Research 

United 

States 

Dr Angela Bhalla The University of 

Alabama at 

Birmingham 

Postdoctoral Fellow United 

States 

Prof Sanjay Bidichandani University of 

Oklahoma 

Professor and Head of 

Pediatric Genetics 

United 

States 

Dr Matthew Bird The University of 

Melbourne Center for 

Neural Engineering 

Post-doctoral scientist Australia 

Prof Ian Blair University of 

Pennsylvania 

AN Richards Professor 

and Vice-Chair of 

Systems Pharmacology 

and Translational 

Therapeutics 

United 

States 

Prof Sylvia Boesch Medical University 

Innsbruck 

Clinical Neurologist Austria 

Miss Virginie Bonnamain AAVLife Project Scientist France 

Dr Harriet Bonney Ataxia UK Chairman of Ataxia UK United 

Kingdom 

Prof Bernard Brais Montreal Neurological 

Insitute 

Associate Professor Canada 

Mr Andreas Brecht Actelion 

Pharmaceuticals Ltd. 

Senior Medical Science 

Manager 

Switzerland 

Mr Alexander Brown University College 

London 

MPhil Student United 

Kingdom 

Mr Kyle Bryant FARA Spokesperson and 

Director of Ride Ataxia 

United 

States 



Dr Christine Bulawa Pfizer Senior Director, Rare 

Disease Research Unit 

United 

States 

Dr David Bullough RaNA Therapeutics Vice President, 

Preclinical 

Development 

United 

States 

Dr Lisa Bunn Plymouth University Physiotherapy Lecturer United 

Kingdom 

Prof Margit Burmeister University of Michigan Professor United 

States 

Dr Jill Butler University of Alabama 

at Birmingham 

Instructor United 

States 

Dr Barry Byrne University of Florida Professor and 

Associate 

Chair/Director of 

Powell Gene Therapy 

Center 

United 

States 

Mr Pablo Calap Universidad de 

Valencia 

PhD Student Spain 

Mrs Clare Camidge John Radcliffe Hospital Ataxia Nurse United 

Kingdom 

Dr Charles Cantor Retrotope BOD member United 

States 

Miss Adriana Caroleo University of Rome 

Tor Vergata 

Ph.D. Student Italy 

Dr Christopher Carroll University of Helsinki Postdoctoral 

Researcher 

Finland 

Prof Giorgio Casari Vita-Salute San 

Raffaele University 

Group leader Italy 

Dr Sergio Cesar Sant Joan de Déu 

Barcelona Children's 

Hospital 

Pediatric Cardiologist Spain 

Dr Vijayendran Chandran UCLA Post Doc United 

States 

Dr Evi Charitou ProQR Therapeutics Scientist Netherlands 

Mr Fabio Cherubini University of Rome 

"Tor Vergata" 

Ph.D Student Italy 

Prof Kyproula Christodoulou The Cyprus Institute of 

Neurology and 

Genetics 

Senior Scientist / 

Department Head 

Cyprus 

Miss Clodagh Clerkin Ataxia Ireland Ataxia Ireland Ireland 

Dr Giulia Coarelli Sapienza University of 

Rome, Sant'Andrea 

Hospital 

Medical Doctor, 

Resident 

Italy 

Dr Franca Codazzi Università Vita-Salute 

San Raffaele 

Assistant professor Italy 

Ms Alba Concepcion 

Arcones 

Universidad 

Autonoma de Madrid 

Student Spain 

Dr Jodi Cook Agilis Biotherapeutics 

LLC 

VP Operations United 

States 

Dr Louise Corben Murdoch Childrens Post doctoral research Australia 



Research Institute fellow 

Dr Manuela Corti University of Florida Assistant Scientist United 

States 

Prof Gino Cortopassi UC Davis School of 

Veterinary Medicine 

Professor United 

States 

Dr Maria Grazia Cotticelli University of 

Pennsylvania 

Staff Scientist United 

States 

Mrs Marie Coutelier INSERM PhD Student France 

Miss Sarah Cowen-Rivers Ataxia UK Research 

Communication Intern 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Christopher Cox Merck Research Labs Director of Exploratory 

Chemistry 

United 

States 

Mr Duncan Crombie Centre for Eye 

Research Australia 

PhD Candidate Australia 

Dr Jennifer Cutie Voyager Therapeutics Clinical Consultant United 

States 

Mrs Liliana da Silva Santos University of Minho PhD Student Portugal 

Ms Avril Daly Eurordis Voce-President Ireland 

Dr Robert De Jager Retrotope Chief Medical Officer United 

States 

Prof Peter De Jonghe University of Antwerp Full Professor Belgium 

Dr Maria 

Gabriella 

De Martino University of Rome 

"Tor Vergata" 

Post doc Italy 

Miss Charline De Montigny IGBMC PhD Student France 

Dr Rajith De Silva Barking, Havering and 

Redbridge University 

Hospitals NHS Trust 

Consultant Neurologist United 

Kingdom 

Mrs Tine Deconinck University of Antwerp Masters Student Belgium 

Prof Martin Delatycki Murdoch Childrens 

Research Institute 

Director, Bruce Lefroy 

Centre 

Australia 

Dr Sabrina Devereux Horizon Pharma Project Manager Ireland 

Dr Vandana Dhawan Newcastle University Specialist trainee, 

Clinical 

Neurophysiology 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Daniela Di Bella Fondazione IRCCS, 

Istituto Neurologico 

Carlo Besta 

Research assistant Italy 

Dr Eleonora Di Gregorio University Hospital 

Torino 

Biologist Italy 

Dr Javier Diaz-Nido Universidad 

Autonoma de Madrid 

Associate Professor Spain 

Dr Simona Donatello Université Libre de 

Bruxelles 

Post-doc Belgium 

Dr Yina Dong The Children's 

Hospital of 

Philadelphia 

Research Associate 

(Postdoctoral 

Researcher) 

United 

States 

Ms Joana Duarte-Neves University of Coimbra PhD Student Portugal 

Dr John Ealing Salford Royal NHS 

Foundation Trust 

Consultant Neurologist United 

Kingdom 

Mr Oliver Edenharter University of PhD student Germany 



Regensburg 

Dr Henk Engel Isala Hospital Clinical Chemist Netherlands 

Miss Sofia Esteves Life and Health 

Sciences Research 

Institute (ICVS) 

PhD Student Portugal 

Mr Jonathan Evans Ataxia UK Communications 

Officer 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Marguerite Evans-Galea Murdoch Childrens 

Research Institute 

Team Leader, Senior 

Research Officer 

Australia 

Dr Melvin Evers Leiden University 

Medical Center 

Postdoctoral 

Researcher 

Netherlands 

Dr Manolis Fanto King's College London Lecturer United 

Kingdom 

Mrs Jennifer Farmer FARA Executive Director United 

States 

Prof Richard Festenstein Imperial College 

School of Medicine 

Principal Investigator United 

Kingdom 

Ms Zofia Fleszar Hertie-Institute for 

Clinical Brain Research 

Doctoral Student Germany 

Ms Barbara Flynn Ataxia Ireland CEO Ireland 

Ms Debbie Foerster The Children's 

Hospital of 

Philadelphia 

Clinical Research 

Associate 

United 

States 

Mrs Silvia Fortuni University of Rome 

"Tor Vergata" 

Post Doc Italy 

Mr Colin Foster BioBlast Pharma CEO Israel 

Mrs Rosa Fradley Takeda Cambridge Principal Scientist United 

Kingdom 

Mrs Kayla Fuselier LSU Health Sciences 

Centre 

Ph.D. candidate United 

States 

Dr Maria Jesus Garcia Basurto Hospital Medical Geneticist Spain 

Mr Mike Garrett Ataxia UK Conference Organiser United 

Kingdom 

Ms Heather Ging University College 

London 

MSc Student United 

Kingdom 

Prof Ernest Giralt Institute for Research 

in Biomedicine (IRB 

Barcelona) 

Head of Chemistry and 

Molecular 

Pharmacology 

Programme 

Spain 

Dr Paola Giunti UCL Institute of 

Neurology 

Principal Clinical 

Research Associate 

United 

Kingdom 

Mr Nelio Goncalves University of Coimbra Post-doctoral 

researcher 

Portugal 

Dr Pilar Gonzalez-Cabo Principe Felipe 

Research Center 

Postdoctoral Scientist Spain 

Prof Joel Gottesfeld Scripps Research 

Institute 

Professor of Cell and 

Molecular Biology 

United 

States 

Dr Julie Greenfield Ataxia UK Research Projects 

Manager 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Hagar Greif Bioblast Pharma Director of Pre-Clinical Israel 



studies 

Dr Natalia Gromak University of Oxford Group leader, Royal 

Society University 

Research Fellow 

United 

Kingdom 

Prof Marios Hadjivassiliou Royal Hallamshire 

Hospital 

Professor United 

Kingdom 

Ms Sarah Hafith ProQR Therapeutics Head of Innovation 

Business 

Netherlands 

Dr Anna Hakonen University of Helsinki Post doc researcher Finland 

Mr Thomas Hamilton Chondrial 

Therapeutics/FARA 

Board Member United 

States 

Mr David Harrison Takeda Cambridge Principal Scientist United 

Kingdom 

Ms Rhonda Hassam Monash Heart Cardiac Physiologist Australia 

Dr Eric Hastie UNC Gene Therapy 

Center 

Postdoctoral 

Researcher 

United 

States 

Mr Genki Hayashi UC Davis School of 

Veterinary Medicine 

Graduate Student United 

States 

Dr Pierre-Gilles Henry University of 

Minnesota/Universida

d Autonoma de 

Madrid 

Assistant Professor United 

States 

Dr Matthew Hirschey Duke University Assistant Professor United 

States 

Prof Barry Hunt Ataxia UK Trustee United 

Kingdom 

Miss Grazia Iaffaldano San Raffaele Scientific 

Institute 

Post-doctoral fellow Italy 

Dr Mariana Igoillo-Esteve Université Libre de 

Bruxelles 

Postdoctoral Fellow Belgium 

Prof Stephen Jackson University of 

Cambridge 

Head of Cancer 

Research UK 

Laboratories, Gurdon 

Institute 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr David Jacoby BioMarin 

Pharmaceuticals 

Executive Group 

Medical Director 

United 

States 

Miss Tiphaine Jaeg IGBMC PhD student France 

Prof Laura Jardim Universidade Federal 

do Rio Grande do Sul 

Professor Brazil 

Prof Emilio Jirillo University of Bari Aldo 

Moro 

Professor Italy 

Dr Rebekah Jobling The Hospital For Sick 

Children 

Resident Physician Canada 

Dr Jonathan Jones Neuroscience 

Institute, University 

Miguel Hernández 

Post-doctoral 

researcher 

Spain 

Ms Tracy Jones University of South 

Florida 

ARNP United 

States 

Dr Yurika Katsu Universidad 

Autonoma de Madrid 

Postdoctoral Position Spain 



Dr Mary Kearney FARA Ireland Medical Doctor & 

Secretary FARA Ireland 

Ireland 

Ms Helen Kearney Ataxia UK guest Speaker United 

Kingdom 

Mr Thomas Kelleher Ataxia Ireland Vice Chairman Ataxia 

Ireland 

Ireland 

Dr Kevin Kemp University of Bristol Research associate United 

Kingdom 

Prof Kamran Khodakhah Albert Einstein College 

of Medicine 

Professor and Interim 

Chair 

United 

States 

Mr Hassan Khonsari Brunel University PhD student United 

Kingdom 

Dr Gavin Kilpatrick Takeda Ltd Head of Biology United 

Kingdom 

Prof Michel Koenig INSERM Principal Investigator France 

Dr Arnulf Koeppen VA Medical Center 

Albany NY USA 

Research physician United 

States 

Mr Joseph 

(Jiun-I) 

Lai Scripps Research 

Institute 

Graduate student United 

States 

Miss Catherine Lammert The Jackson 

Laboratory 

Research Assistant United 

States 

Dr Jane Larkindale FARA Vice President - 

Research Development 

United 

States 

Dr Kevin Lee Pfizer, Inc. SVP and CSO of Rare 

Disease Research Unit  

United 

States 

Prof Christophe Lenglet University of 

Minnesota 

Assistant Professor United 

States 

Dr Patrick Lewis University of Reading Associate Professor United 

Kingdom 

Dr Filip Lim Universidad 

Autonoma de Madrid 

Associate Professor Spain 

Prof Manuela Lima University of the 

Azores 

Full Professor Portugal 

Dr Kimberly Lin Children's Hospital of 

Philadelphia/Universit

y of Pennsylvania 

Assistant Professor United 

States 

Prof Max Little MIT/Aston University Professor UK 

Dr Jose V. Llorens Universidad de 

Valencia 

Postdoctoral 

researcher 

Spain 

Dr Michele Lufino University of Oxford Research Fellow United 

Kingdom 

Dr David Lynch University of 

Pennsylvania 

Professor United 

States 

Prof Patricia Maciel University of Minho Associate Professor Portugal 

Dr Jordi Magrane Weill Cornell Medical 

College 

Assistant Professor United 

States 

Dr Stefania Magri Fondazione IRCCS, 

Istituto Neurologico 

Carlo Besta 

Student Researcher Italy 

Dr Florence Malisan University of Rome  Researcher Italy 



"Tor Vergata" 

Dr Cecilia Mancini University of Torino Post-Doc Italy 

Prof Giovanni Manfredi Weill Cornell Medical 

College 

Professor of 

Neuroscience 

United 

States 

Dr Cecilia Marelli Gui de Chauliac 

University Hospital of 

Montpellier 

Neurologist France 

Dr Caterina Mariotti Fondazione IRCCS, 

Istituto Neurologico 

Carlo Besta 

Neurologist Italy 

Dr Carlo M.T. Marobbio Università degli Studi 

di Bari 

Researcher Italy 

Dr Alain Martelli IGBMC Research Associate France 

Ms Angelical Martin Duke University PhD Student United 

States 

Dr Elodie Martin Universite Paris 

Diderot 

Professor Assistant France 

Ms Mary Martin Horizon Pharma SVP, Global Reg 

Quality and Clinical 

Project Management 

Ireland 

Dr María-José Martínez-

Sebastián 

Universidad de 

Valencia 

Assistant Professor Spain 

Dr Andrea Martinuzzi E. Medea Scientific 

Institute 

Department Director Italy 

Mr Damiano 

Sergio 

Massaro University of Rome 

Tor Vergata 

PhD Student Italy 

Mr David Mazaud King's College London PhD Student United 

Kingdom 

Dr James McArthur FARA Scientific Advisory 

Board Member 

United 

States 

Mrs Judith McLaren Ataxia UK Carer of conference 

attendee 

United 

Kingdom 

Ms Marissa McMackin University of 

California, Davis 

PHD student United 

States 

Dr Dalia Megiddo BioBlast Pharma Ltd CEO Israel 

Dr Colin Meyer Reata Pharmaceuticals Chief Medical Officer United 

States 

Mrs Sue Millman Ataxia UK Chief Executive Officer United 

Kingdom 

Prof Rajeswari Moganty All India Institute Of 

Medical Sciences 

Professor India 

Dr Robert Molinari Retrotope, Inc. CEO and President United 

States 

Mrs Belen Molla Moliner Principe Felipe 

Reseach Center 

PhD student Spain 

Dr María Moltó Universidad de 

Valencia 

Assistant Professor Spain 

Dr Veronique Monnier Universite Paris 

Diderot 

Assistant Professor France 

Dr Véronique Morel CNRS Researcher (CR) France 



Dr Diana 

Carolina 

Muñoz Lasso Principe Felipe 

Research Center 

PhD student Spain 

Mr Srinivasan Muthuswamy Sanjay Gandhi 

Postgraduate Institute 

of Medical Sciences 

Senior Research Fellow India 

Dr Joe Nabhan Pfizer Senior Scientist United 

States 

Dr Sathiji Nageshwaran Imperial College 

School of Medicine 

Clinical Research 

Fellow 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Lorenzo Nanetti Fondazione-IRCCS 

Istituto Neurologico 

Carlo Besta, Milan, 

Italy 

Neurologist Italy 

Prof Kazunori Nanri Tokyo Medical 

University 

Neurologist Japan 

Dr Marek Napierala University of Alabama 

at Birmingham 

Assistant Professor United 

States 

Dr Juan 

Antonio 

Navarro Langa University of 

Regensburg 

Postdoctoral 

Researcher 

Germany 

Dr Andrea Nemeth University of Oxford Senior Clinical 

Research Fellow 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Suran Nethisinghe Queen Mary 

University of London 

Postdoctoral Research 

Associate 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Andrew Nichols Catabasis 

Pharmaceuticals 

VP Research United 

States 

Miss Anna Nolan Friedreich's Ataxia 

Network 

Clincial Nurse 

Coordinator FA Clinic 

Australia 

Dr Maria del 

mar 

O'Callaghan Hospital Sant Joan de 

Déu 

Neuropediatricien Spain 

Miss Ana Oliveira Université Libre de 

Bruxelles 

PhD student Belgium 

Miss Isabel Onofre Center for 

Neuroscience and Cell 

Biology 

PhD student Portugal 

Ms Melissa Osborne The Jackson 

Laboratory 

Senior Manager 

Genetic Quality 

Control Quality 

Assurance 

United 

States 

Dr Fatih Ozsolak RaNA Therapeutics Senior Scientist United 

States 

Dr Francesc Palau Principe Felipe 

Reseach Center 

Director of the 

Program in Rare and 

Genetic Diseases of 

the CIPF –RareGene 

Spain 

Prof Massimo Pandolfo Université Libre de 

Bruxelles 

Chief of Department Belgium 

Mr Michael Parent National Ataxia 

Foundation 

Executive Director United 

States 

Ms Renae Parent National Ataxia 

Foundation 

Volunteer United 

States 



Ms Michelle Park Horizon Pharma Regional Medical 

Director - Medical 

Affairs 

United 

States 

Dr Michael Parkinson UCL Institute of 

Neurology 

Clinical Research 

Fellow 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Martin Paucar Karolinska University 

Hospital 

MD Sweden 

Dr Henry Paulson University of Michigan Lucile Groff Professor 

of Neurology 

United 

States 

Dr R. Mark Payne Indiana University 

School of Medicine 

Professor of Pediatrics United 

States 

Dr Annette Payne Brunel University Lecturer United 

Kingdom 

Prof Luis Pereira de 

Almeida 

CNC - Center for 

Neuroscience and Cell 

Biology 

Principal Investigator  

Assistant Professor 

Portugal 

Dr Sara Perez-Luz CIBER on Rare 

Diseases 

Research Associate Spain 

Dr Emanuela Piermarini Bambino Gesù 

Children's Hospital 

IRRCS 

PhD student Italy 

Dr Françoise Piguet IGBMC Post Doc France 

Mrs Annaluisa Ponchia Varbaro GoFAR GoFAR representative Italy 

Dr Mark Pook Brunel University 

London 

Reader in Biosciences United 

Kingdom 

Dr Helene Puccio IGBMC Research Director France 

Miss Rosa Purroy Lledós Universitat de Lleida PhD student Spain 

Dr Mark Pykett Agilis Biotherapeutics President and CEO United 

States 

Dr Myriam Rai Université Libre de 

Bruxelles 

Researcher Belgium 

Miss Mafalda Raposo University of the 

Azores 

PhD student Portugal 

Dr Bernard Ravina Voyager Therapeutics VP, Clinical 

Development 

United 

States 

Dr Alison Reid Actelion 

pharmaceuticals 

International medical 

scientific manager 

United 

Kingdom 

Mr Barry Rice Ataxia Ireland  Ireland 

Prof Olaf Riess University of 

Tuebingen 

Director, Institute of 

Human Genetics 

Germany 

Mr Patrick Ritschel FARA Business Development United 

States 

Miss Cristina Rocha Karolinska Institute PhD Student Sweden 

Prof Joaquim Ros Universitat de Lleida Head Department Spain 

Miss Maria Rosales Universidad 

Autonoma de Madrid 

Student Spain 

Dr Maxime Rousseaux Baylor College of 

Medicine 

Postdoctoral Fellow United 

States 

Dr Sally Rowland University of Glasgow Associate Research 

Fellow 

United 

Kingdom 



Dr Alessandra Rufini University of Rome 

‘Tor Vergata’ 
PhD Italy 

Mrs Mina Ruggeri GoFAR President Italy 

Mr Bernardo Ruggeri GoFAR Secretary Italy 

Dr Amber Salzman AAVLife CEO France 

Prof Filippo M Santorelli IRCCS Stella Maris MD Italy 

Dr Maria Luiza Saraiva-Pereira Federal University of 

Rio Grande do Sul 

Professor Brazil 

Dr Thorsten Schmidt University of 

Tuebingen 

Group leader Germany 

Dr Jana Schmidt University of 

Tuebingen 

PostDoc Germany 

Dr Rebecca Schule University of Miami 

Miller School of 

Medicine 

Neurologist/ 

Neurogeneticist 

United 

States 

Prof Jörg B. Schulz University Hospital 

RWTH Aachen 

Head of the 

Department of 

Neurology 

Germany 

Mr Bart-Jan Schuman Parent of person with 

ataxia 

Independent 

Researcher/Developer 

Germany 

Dr Priya Shanmugarajah Royal Hallamshire 

Hospital 

Consultant Neurologist United 

Kingdom 

Mr Mikhail Shchepinov Retrotope Founder and CSO United 

States 

Dr Jeffrey Sherman Horizon Pharma Chief Medical Officer United 

States 

Dr Alessandro Sicorello National Institute for 

Medical Research 

Career Development 

Fellow (post-doc 

position) 

United 

Kingdom 

Miss Ana M Silva University of Oxford PhD student United 

Kingdom 

Mrs Lara Silva Sir William Dunn 

School of Pathology 

DPhil student United 

Kingdom 

Mrs Ana Teresa Simões University of Coimbra Post-doc Portugal 

Dr Rajeev Sivasankaran Novartis Institutes for 

Biomedical Research 

Group Leader / Senior 

Investigator 

United 

States 

Dr Michael Skynner Pfizer Head Rare Disease 

Alliances 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Hannah Sleven University of Oxford Postdoctoral Research 

Fellow 

United 

Kingdom 

Mrs Tania Smertenko Newcastle University PhD student United 

Kingdom 

Dr Katrien Smets University of Antwerp Medical doctor Belgium 

Dr Danielle Smith University of Cape 

Town 

Postdoctoral Fellow South Africa 

Dr Elisabetta Soragni Scripps Research 

Institute 

Staff Scientist United 

States 

Dr Michael Spino ApoPharma Inc 

(Pharmaceutical Mfr) 

President Canada 

Dr Amanda R. Stram Indiana University Surgery Resident, Pre- United 



School of Medicine doctoral PhD student States 

Dr S H Subramony University of Florida/ 

McKnight Brain 

Institute 

Professor of Neurology United 

States 

Mr Paul Sullivan Actelion 

Pharmaceuticals UK 

Ltd 

Business Manager United 

Kingdom 

Miss Daumante Suminaite University of 

Edinburgh 

PhD Student United 

Kingdom 

Dr Jina Swartz Takeda Development 

Centre Europe 

Senior Medical 

Director - CNS 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Matthis Synofzik Hertie-Institute for 

Clinical Brain Research 

Consultant Germany 

Dr Jordi Tamarit Universitat de Lleida Associate Professor Spain 

Dr Franco Taroni Fondazione IRCCS, 

Istituto Neurologico 

Carlo Besta 

Director, Unit of 

Neurodegenerative 

and Metabolic Disease 

Italy 

Dr Meritxell Teixido Institute for Research 

in Biomedicine (IRB 

Barcelona) 

Research Associate Spain 

Prof Roberto Testi University of Rome 

"Tor Vergata" 

Head of the Laboratory Italy 

Dr Michael Themis Brunel University Lecturer United 

Kingdom 

Mr Lodewijk Toonen Leiden University 

Medical Center 

PhD student Netherlands 

Prof Jacques P. Tremblay Université Laval Professor Canada 

Prof Irina Udalova University of Oxford Professor United 

Kingdom 

Dr Julie Vallortigara Ataxia UK Research Officer United 

Kingdom 

Dr Lex Van Der Ploeg Retrotope Director United 

States 

Dr Tommaso Vannocci National Institute for 

Medical Research 

Post Doc United 

Kingdom 

Mr Rocco Varbaro GoFAR GoFAR representative Italy 

Dr Gessica Vasco Bambino Gesù 

Children's Hospital, 

Italy 

Child 

Neurologist/Research 

Fellow 

Italy 

Dr Marinela Vavla E. Medea Scientific 

Research Institute 

PhD Student Italy 

Dr Natascia Ventura Leibniz Institute for 

Environmental 

Medicine/Heinrich 

Heine University of 

Duesseldorf 

Group Leader Germany 

Dr Dineke Verbeek University of 

Groningen 

Assistant professor Netherlands 

Dr Adam Vogel The University of 

Melbourne 

Senior Research Fellow Australia 



Dr Christina Votsi The Cyprus Institute of 

Neurology and 

Genetics 

Post-Doctoral Fellow Cyprus 

Mr Luke Wainright UCL PhD United 

Kingdom 

Dr Richard Walsh Ataxia Ireland Consultant Neurologist Ireland 

Dr Lauren Watson University of Oxford Postdoctoral research 

scientist 

United 

Kingdom 

Dr Sarah Wiethoff UCL Institute of 

Neurology 

PhD-student United 

Kingdom 

Dr Jonathan Williams University College 

London 

Clinical Scientist United 

Kingdom 

Prof Robert Wilson University of 

Pennsylvania 

Professor of Pathology 

and Laboratory 

Medicine 

United 

States 

Ms Mei Ki Wong University of Oxford DPhil student United 

Kingdom 

Dr Robert Yan King's College London Post-doc United 

Kingdom 

Dr Grace Yoon The Hospital for Sick 

Children 

Staff Physician Canada 

Dr Gareth Young Pfizer Scientist United 

Kingdom 

Dr Wyatt Yue University of Oxford Principal Investigator United 

Kingdom 

Dr Rula Zain Karolinska Institutet Associate Professor, 

Researcher 

Sweden 

Dr Ginevra Zanni Bambino Gesù 

Children's Hospital 

IRRCS 

Research Scientist Italy 

Dr Theresa Zesiewicz University of South 

Florida 

Professor United 

States 

 


