
Wheelchairs & Mobility 
Aids
A WHISTLE STOP TOUR…………!



What will we cover?
• The wheelchair assessment

• Key principles

• What is included and how to prepare

• Categories of wheelchair user

• Components or wheelchair design

• How do these affect function?

• Powered wheelchair categories & criteria

• Features of different walking aids

Your question 

opportunity at 

the end of  the 

presentation



The Assessment

Key Principles of Mobility 
Assessments

 

 - Goals

 - Benefits

 - Trade offs



The Parts of Assessment

 Information Gathering

 Body Measurements

 The Mat Assessment

 In the wheelchair (if you have one)

 Sitting on a plinth

 Lying down



Categories of Wheelchair User

WHO

• Who is WHO?

• Independent International body with client segmentation 
based on function, not on product

• No black/white scenarios



WHO International Classification of Functioning, Disability & Health (ICF)

• Describes how people live with their health 
condition

• ICF is a classification of health and health 

related domains that describe body functions 

and structures, activities and participation.

• The domains are classified from body, individual 
and societal perspectives

• Since an individual’s functioning and disability 
occurs in a context, ICF also includes a list of 

environmental factors



Categories:

 Very active client

 Active client

 Medium active client (1)

 Medium active client (2)

 Passive client

 Very passive client



Components of a manual wheelchair









Powered wheelchair categories





Walking aids





Questions!
OVER TO YOU……………..
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